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DISCOURSE FP 


More particulaly on 


Sugar and Tobacco: 


SH EWING, 


The T RUR and NATURAL MEANS 
SEN” os SUPPORT, 
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AND / 


The Wiessee of 8 upon the 
LEGISLA: TURE for wm Relief. 
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More parteuley an, 
| Sugar and Tobacco. 
7 HE Tris of ome df the Brits 


Planrarions being decay d, the 
Planters and Merchants con- 
cern d, finding their Eſtates decline, 
run to the Legiſlature for Relief, juſt as 
if it were Matter of common Grievance; 
not conſidering how difficult it is for 
the Fe to frame Lays for ſup⸗ 


Poreiſg 


679 | 

pong one Branch of a languiſhing 

rade, without burthening the Publick, 
or the utmoſt Danger of loſs by Naviga- 
tion, or ſome other conſiderable Trade, 
which may fall a Sacrifice to our now 
more induſtrious Neighbours; that while 
we are ſoliciting and contending for R- 
lief by Law, get Knowledge of our Cir- | 
cumſtances and Weakneſs; which enables 


* 


them to defeat us the further. 

For Trade is no Inheritance to be ſe- 
cured by Laws, Induſtry, being the on- 
ly Title; all Prohibitions, Duties and 
Bounties, without Induſtry, good Faith, 
Credit and Frugality, 2 you no 
Certainty of it. It will not be fetter d; 
though the Principles on which it moves 
are always the lame: Let as its Chan- 
nels are various, according to the Com- 
motions of Princes, and different Care 
and Application of the People, ſo it is 
morally impoſſible for any reſtraining 
Law to fence againſt the Conſequences. 
attending the Execution of it; Ex- 

l | perience 


LY 


7 
perience having ſhewn, that after ſich 
Laws, in a. few Years Trade ſhifts; rhe 
old Channels of Buſineſs are quite di- 
verted, and the intended Benefit there- 
by is defeated, if not turn'd to your 
Diſadvantage. 


=. 
x 
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It is the Cheapneſs of a Commodity, 
that, like a Load-Stone, draws the Eyes 
of all Traders upon it; then the Time, 
Hazard, and Charges, are conſider d 
how to come by it, the effecting of 
which, is as different, as the many dif- 
ferent Situations of the Trading World 
that has a Demand for it. 


Hence how much will People be 
miſtaken, that inſtead of purſuing the 
common - natural- Methods of Trade, 
run after and perplex the Legiſlature in 
improper Caſes, and from — they 
are unreaſonable enough to expect imme- 
diate and continual Relief, as if it were 
in their Power to ſupport and uphold 
1 them, not conſidering that the Legiſla- 


ture 


(®) 
ture acts only upon Prineiples'/and 
Views of common Good, and cannot 
hear a particular Complaint, that ad- 
mits of no Relief, without Damage to 
the Publick. But I believe this 


laſt meeting of the Parliament, appears 


more plain in the Debates of the H. 


fay rie 0 


It is needleſs to ſay what a flouriſning 
Branch of Trade that has been, and it 
is no Myſtery to aſſert, that the Planters 
firſt Advantages there have been their 
latter Ruin; as, inſtead of attending the 
Work of the Plantation with their Ne- 
groes, they etnploy Negroes to attend and 


che French took- notice of their Sw 


41 © 


by 


neral Failing of our Coutitrymen, Ka | 


We 
wait on chemſelves, and ſo turn'd their 
large acquired Gain and Credit into the ill | 
Ules of Luxury and Idleneſs; Which 
burthen'd the Iſlands with large Debts, 
in the very Times When their Trade was 
moſt flouriſhing, till their Neighbours” 
cets 


* 
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by Trade, ind Dangers by Indolence, 
and purſuing. the . neceſſary Induſtry 
in Trade, became not - 6nly capable 
of, ſerving zus cheaper than we could 
ourſelves. but upon our prohibiting 
Trade with; them, fell into ſerving the 
Eurppean Countries by means of- low: 
Prices; whilſt our People, careleſsly 
valuing chemlelves upon the Goodnelſs 
of, their Staple, kept up their Prices 
till they, Joſt, {moſt of their Foreign 
Trade! offs bar 10621004) 
20820 * Hasi v3 3044s «LY PET 
The Conſequence ef which wðas a: 
Failure, of their Wealch and Credit, 
1 10 bey. cy d outy Oh! the Par- 
iament! the. Harliament . but how ridi- 
culous is their Complaint, to chink ir 
in dhe Power of a. harſiament to hin- 
der our Neighbours, from Planting, or 
. co nfine, a | foreign Conſump tion too 
qur..own Gogds! No; nothing bur 
under ⸗ſelling our Neighbours (in which. 
che Parliament can t allſſt, without Ex- 
bene to the 1 can help us; 
7 ; Aka but 


ginianc not N e e Grd 


ol Great Britain, 


(wo) 
but to retrieve Wu is now Ex c- 
_ ens 105 


This juſtly Gow our Ne by 
Miu in all Sorts; of Trading 
Gain, to prevent the Attempts of o- 
thers breaking in upon us; it is caſy to 
prevent a Mikchief but you ſee when 
you are once broke in W it 0 not 
in your Power to, t 
as the Meſl Indians, you may * 
ſured, will find it, to their own Mis 
Confuſion and Loſs, the Prejudice of 


Navigation, and the Ballance of Trade 
in This RG. rg 


: lea 


by to prevent further! « Miſchich of 
this Kind, I would caution the Hr. 


Schemes, Laws, and weak Sonik 
tions to raiſe che Prices of their Staple 
too high, leſt they fall into the fanie 
Error; and their n of Trade is 
very conſis e the Welfare 


Though 


2 N 
®; | 
[+ 


- 
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enn * FR Wale rad alt it in 1800 
be len they bac Had very. "Fa, 
Prices fot their Tobicth, yer 5 as "Uh 
Was occafion'd by evo 6 three Years 
Run of plenttful Ctopz, the Con- 

fumption of the Commodity is no 

g ſeſfened, but may rather be ſup 
pole to Knlcreaſt, ds © Seren is the 
only Meatis tö extend e Sale of any 
Merchandtze; ſo thac the natural Tür: 
of a ſhort Crop 425 which may 
be expe Gi meg bi wich em, 
without 2. = new. danger 
ons ond „ 45 1 5 as out e Con- 
ſity pol « is pre ed 
2 theſe People "Y thei, iy 
ht " Point of running from 
Methods to new Lachs, by 
len yore ſeem to exp (by de- 
ſtroying their ordinary Tebacco) to cut 
out Prices fot the reſt according to 
4 rheir own Liking ; and they ſay 172 
1 cannot be effected their Trade is in Dan- 
B 1 ger 


. 


general, by. rolecuting that deſtruc- 


ſequences will, enſue, t i 1 


5 r of Ruin; 3 bak by ſuch Methods, q 
y what gocs before, they will in a | 
_ little Time 17 inſtrumental to their 
own Ruin, A d.chat of, the Trade in 


tive Part of the Law; but is more im- 
mediate Alt E 5 perl aps — 4 be feen i 
among tex % and if che Dils | 
1 1 hy you rand Corruption, 


fall molt upon, the Poor, ther il ol 
Dapgers ariling from 1 ly 


1 gc to'mj . Sh is. hinons Pant 3 
che Lay # appear a 9 lee 
ler us com 5 2 

wi dite Brit 75 oboe % * 
ty and ſmall Gain is WE 


Diſcouragements, 1 j 18. ex 


Planter, an migh 


ith 5 Realon Wo 


| 3 41 
15 them to, _ Ro 15 light Co oy 
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od may wo \ 
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14 ZI 
the better; but ee If you can * 
Farmierã tu dome into ſach "Me thods; 
Neither needs there any Law! 1 bat that 
of Nature, : which! — the inhing 
has been ſufficient” to guide us in theſe 
tro: Extremes of Sc and Plenty. 
Hirt 10 
Firſt, in regard to the great "A 
giver, who by his Providence" ſupports 
us many different Ways, may het Lie, 
another Year; - reduce:this Plent even 
to: a Scatcity ? Would it not then be 
mere 9 to deſtroy albinhe ordi- 
nary Graizi;| becauſe at ithis Fimè prices 
berth. and ſo etdanger our! ſtarving 
poor Families the next Ver for Want 
of Bread? And ſor it may be fach of a 
poor Planter, that in a ſcarce Year, 
® when, he-has burm dothe Ordinary, the 
Good left will: ſcarde pay” Taxes, that 
3 the poor: Man will Be Weihe Cloaths, 1 
if ae I e e 
7 Ye in £1 OG 
gende in Virginia, in 
I TuntsofPlenty; Wannen 
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aalen of Bonfires, for: their; Fobaccs, 
it would have had a much more providlit 
caly. ahd 
naturaf LO; Store up Tobacco as Grain; iz 
Lam ſute the former is. in las danger 


Look: and to me it ſeems. as: 


of waſte by Vermin. 


95 4 - 
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wo And what will be another 
advantage to the People of V 
this Law, is, their feducing 


of Maryland, 
Intereſt to 
make; Money 


ſend Home; 
of: the laſt Leaf; 


when nl e be of any 


great Dil. 
irginis by 
the Pro- 
duct of cheir Eſtates, /while the Pep 


ple 


hielt is the Governors 


and 
but 
= 


lue,,chey will naturally lade en 
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— no Man cohtinads 1 


= 


Something for Nothiag; nay; it i no 
in his Power 10 ſablilt ow fuch:aFoor- 


ing; hence it is plain chat every: 
Man in his Senſes, will leave 


honeſt: 


out 


of his Package, all fathy Tram as is un- 


fit fer UHles aud LA deſtro 
i Metchancable and Uſeful, that ha 


83 
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(as ) 
coſt him {abous and Money, no Man 
in his; Senſes wou uld do; for is it not 


ſtroying wich one H R en 1500 
5 aiſed with Faq other? 


Bot theix Wa of 8 is hey 
ſhall receive ſuch high igh Prices for the 
Ne Tobacco,. that i it wilt anſwer the 
burning the Bad, which has hitherto 
gepreciated the Value of the Good ; 
but by What follows the Fallacy of this 
Reaſening will appear: irt, Who will 
continue to burn their Fingers for them, 
by giving ſuch high Prices? but allow 
ing it to be lo, for 4 Year or two, fo 
that by means. of high Prices, two 

Hogtheads of Tobacgg/prodyce as much 
as three Hogſheads or more, by this 
the Planter 2 into er Dangers 4 | 

encouraging Foreign Planting, and. 
Py J the fatal Conſequences which 

have * — to 500 e 


Holland and Hambro 
* 15 ve! 


Narway or Hambro'(who' if we did nor, 


( 24 } 
5 * 1 4 1 4 1 © ? TY 
e gn. yore Bb 2uods.1 mid {to> 


| 2 We l * ils hank ones 71 
Setondly, To thew how little the l. 


portationofordinaryTobaceo depreciares 


the value of the God, take notice of our 
_— of Tobacca to Italy and Spgin, 


* 


and you Will find little ot nothing done 


chere, hen the Prices f Tobacco tte 


high che-Deciand there arifirigentitely 
from the qe Prices with as, withdilr 


any regard to the Qualit); and a gfeat 
part ot our Traders in We lad the 
Eaft do the ſanie; tllat the deſttoy- 
ing theſe! cheap Goch, will de che 
Effect of deſtroying great Part G bur 
Trade. Aud chi 1s Fonfirtt'd by che 


ſmall Exports el Sue ts this, Year to 
$99 © 70 ebre ol ho 


2100: 10 bog 22103 28 


But allowing che allt to be torts 


tinued, can any Bed fippple, that 


ſelling ordinary Tobatco/theap in Span, 


* 


could ph themſelves elſewhere) makes 
good Tobacco ſell the worſe in France, 
Holland, or even in Hambro? When the 

n | Good 


0 ) 
Good finds its Value, by its Strength, 
Colour and Flavour, and where thoſe 
Qualities are in Eſteem, a Price equal 
thereto will be given, e the Mar- 
ket is full of Ordinary.. a 


Wo 


| There a another Pa! in RE 
Way of Thinking, and that is, if the 
Ordinary Tobacco be deſtroy d, 
mall always haye higher Prices for the 
Good; but upon better Conſideration, 
it 8 be allow d, that in times of 
Plenty, even of the beſt Sorts, chat the 
Prices will be Jower'd in Proportio n 
to that Plenty, and this Effect ol Plen- 
ty will not 3 altogether Pi the 
Supply of our Plantations; f cif F Fo- 
reigners diſlike our Prices, . and. provide 
themſelves elſewhere, we may 6 To- 
bacco a greater Drug upon our; 5 
by the Importation of 3 o, ooo Hogs- 
heads yearly, than at this Time, when 


we Import more ae eee, 


4 - * 


tity, . 100 10: VII * 99 
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„And ls Hazard of this wilt more 
indy” appear, by relating a Caſe of 
the Tobacco-Trade, between the Erg- 
liſ and Ruſſians: As T have been in- 
form'd, a Company of Engliſh Mer- 
chris, — = 4 Grant bp that 
Trade, brought the Riſſars under Con- 
tract to elke Tobacco of them at high 
Prices, for a Term of Years, by which 
the Company gained thirry thouſand 
Pounds. u. mark the Conſequence, 
when the Term was expired the Ru 
ſhook off the Impoſition and fell both 
to Planting an - ManufaQurin 2 1 | 
which 140 loſt a great Branck o Bu 
neß; ahd j juſtly eus how tender we 
ought to be to preſerve our Foreign 
Conſumption as the grind NET 
rhe Tobacco Trade. S 
009.07 id none sch y 


To Sin which, "bn em bun- 
e more than a fuffieient and regular 
Supply yearly from our Plantations; 
in order t to Ar me kr every Man plant 

? _ 


(19) 
at Diſcretion, as he ſhall judge by the 
Demand here it may anſwer his Ex- 
pectation and Labour; in which Caſe 
the Planter is under no particular Hard- 
ſhip, having as much Certainty, by 
Adi es, from Time to Time, as 

other Planters and Manufacturers who 
ou their Goods at great Diſtance can 

ve. 


Let every Man, as he may judge it for 
his Intereſt, ſend Home Tobacco of all 
Sorts, provided it be merchantable and 
fit for Uſe; and in Times of Plenty, let 
him keep back Part, or ſhip the Whole, 
every Man as it ſuits his Conveniency; by 
which Means the Merchant will be better 
ſecured from Loſs by Shiping, Europe will 
IF yearly have a conſtant Supply, and the 

& Tobacco Trade preſerw d in its full Extent 
for the Benefit ot the Planters, Merchants, 

Tradeſmen and Navigation; for as Quan- 

ki l Ke 5 - Trade and 
Shiping; anda Hogſhead of ordinary To- 
bacco imported — 7 this Kingdom is as, 

Me 8 profitable 


“d 8 
profitable thereto, in many teſpects, as 
the Beſt. a | . Fi ve £4) 


I am not to be underſtood, but 
"Laws in many Cafes are uſeful to a 
Trading People, and ſo I think the 
new Virginia Law, even to inſpect 
Goods, and ſee that they are really 
Tobaccoes, and merchantable; ro which 
if an Amendment was made to direct 
a Sortment in the Package, it might be 
more uſeful ; which, by the help of 
Transfer Notes for odd Parcels, may 
be praticable. ale: 
A s for inſtance; let all Stemm'd 
Tobacco be entire, and ſo Hands, and 
then let theſe be ſub · divided into three 
further Sortments, of Beſt, Middling, 
and Ordinary; this added to the pre- 
ſent Regulation of true Weights and 
Times, and Places for Shiping, is 
bringing Things to greater Certainty, 
and no doubt will anſwer the Charge 
*2nd Trouble, © by ſuiting the ſeveral 


Markets 


A SEES. ˙· qa 


> 
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ment of the Merchants; for tho the 
Planters do not immediately ſuffer by 


6219) 


Markets more near and entire, accord - 


ing to the Sorts they want; which will 
take off the Clamour of Buyers againſt 
falſe Package, and encourage them, both 
ginia and at Home, to Bid and 


in Vir 
Buy more freely. 


This, together with the other Re- 
gulations, it may be hoped, with a 
little Practice, will bring on a better 


k * 


Diſpatch for Ships, for the 2 7 4 5 


the Ships Delay, if they continue to 


act entirely regardleſs of the Merchants 
Intereſt on that Head, they will find 


? and ea Me us 0 ity: wy 
and caly Methods to carry on our Ex 
= ports 


the ill Effects ar laſt to fall upon them- 


ſelves. 


Trade are ſuch as encourage and prefer 
the Uſe of our dn, and Plantation Pro- 


ducts and Manufactures, before thoſe of 


; Strangers,. and to enable us, by cheap 


; 0 6 22 F 
Er che into. the Countries of gg 3 
theſe are cextaln Advan to the 


3 (or keeping Strangers 


from running Goods upon us to leſſen) 

the Ballance in our Favour, - 
But ome of theſe Advantages hay- 

ing no other Help from Law, ſave high 


Duties and Prohibitions on Goods of our 


N Neighbours, it puts People on 

both Sides upon Inventions to trade 
Clandeſtinely, which defeats the King's 
Officers from giving a true Account 
of our Imports, a juſt Repreſenta- 
tion to the Parliament, 1 no doubt, 
but we hug durſelves with many a falſe. 
Ballance. | 


This puts me in mind * the Bene+ 
fit of Trade, by ual Levy of che 
Duties upon 15 Traders therein; the 
Abuſes in which are often; carried on 
by the Corruption of the Officers both 
in the Exciſe and - Cuſtoms, upon 

proof 


—_— 
proof of which, no doubt but the Gos 
vernment is always ready do do Juſtice, 
by admitting of Amendments in Laws 
for Prevention, having due regard not to 
burthen the State wich ted great Charges, 
er che Trader with much Trouble and 
Delay, which would perplex and ftagy 
ger all Buſineſs. & Tok OD 122550 ay 
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Therefote, if at this Time there ate 
any Abuſes under this Head, in the To- 
bacco Trade, the Merchants, in Conxert 
with the! Planters, hould propoſt 3 
Diſpatch | Buſineſa requires; ſo k 
not Room to prejudice tlio Nevehur, 

iel etui 31503 yeg o: gi 

And it is very natural to ſuppoſe, 
that ſome of the Merchants arè well 
furniſhed wh Knowledge to prevent 
ſuch Evils, and fhould they want fur- 
ther Help, thoſe good Officers of the 
Cuſtoms without Doors that have Lr 
| | hs 
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1 he on Objeation is Theſe Cen 
$38 demen's 255 — rg ſo con- 
rrary to den a Prine es; but they 
had better do this hee oor they 
Frauds ul 5 are diſcovered and ex- 
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2580 chats it ee ſome ! new Re f 3 
ads of chis Sort will be ſerit ro the 
Company of Merchants Trading to 
MNxinia, may conſider it 
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that i they 
NE hi ki, of che Parliament, 


aud have Opportunity to convinee the 
Legiſlature how much it is cheir om 
Deſire to pa Their | Duci . 
Aogqu! 03 - 461 Ca Þ 1 bak: 
1E be 2 15. 
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